THE QUEEN OF NIJAGAL&

Two hundred years ago there was in mis
country a large number of principalities. One
of them had formed round Nijagal. In those days
the Mahrattas used to come in expeditions against
Mysore from time to' time and Nijagal lay on the
way from Maharashtra to Bangalore. A Paleygar
of Nijagal, on such occasions, had to pay them
some tribute and send a small troop with them
for assistance. If he did not choose to do this,
he had to say that he was a feudatory of the King
of Mysore or of th'e chieftain of Bangalore and
fight with the invader. In the condition in which
the country then was, the Paleygar of Nijagal
could choose either course according to his liking.

Among the Paleygars of the period in Nijagal,
Ramarasa Nayak became famous. He ha>d ascended
the gadi after his father Timmarasa Nayak. He
was about twenty-five years old when he became
Paleygar. Very soon he became known as a
good chieftain. He did not go beyond the fifty
villages which he considered as part of his
principality to raise moneys. Even in the fifty
villages which he considered as forming his
principality, he would raise only so much as was
customary. In return for his levies he ensured to
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